HOMERIC  DEEDS:
Everyone was so tired that a good night's rest was obtained,
though the floe they slept on was being undermined by the swell.
The floe was about 50 yards long by 3 5 yards wide, with its highest
point 15 feet above the sea. The morning light showed that they
were surrounded by small floes, closely packed and rocking about
in a heavy swell which threatened to break up their floe and at the
same time prevented them from leaving it. The whole party was
in imminent danger for eight hours. Wordie said : " Boats could
not live among heaving ice like this : it was swaying like a switch-
back, and spray would dash over some of the floes."
Commander Worsley then wrote that, at 2 p.m.,
a small opening occurring we got away in a hurry, but could only make z
miles before dark, being nearly jammed on a lee shore towing the Wills off with
the Docker* At dusk made fast to a heavy floe, landed the " galley," boiled
milk, had supper, then had to cast off, for loose pieces worked round the floe.
Dodging under lee of small patches of pack all night. A cold wet rotten night.
All hands wet by snow and rain showers.
Wordie adds :
Whales seemed to be continually blowing round us during the night.
Then kter in the night both the wind and the swell began to go down. A slow
course began to be made to S. W. . . . The sky cleared and the stars came out.
Wednesday morning (April i2th) came in with a beautiful red dawn. The
swell had gone down; everything was quiet and peaceful. ... So that morn-
ing we sailed in the sunshine feeling that all was well: our clothes dried on us
and things seemed good.
The noon position, however, showed that there had been a
" tremendous drift to E. in spite of working to S.W.," and it was
driving them out to sea.
They had failed to make progress and the unexpectedly strong
currents made the situation most serious for boats unable to sail
to windward. Worsley writes:
As we stand on S.W. towards dark we find long streams of pack that we
cannot weather and to avoid being caught between them in the dark we make
fast to the largest isolated floe we can find. Unfortunately it is not krge enough
to give much shelter, and coming on squally with a rough choppy sea we are
unable to land the " galley " and boil the miltr with a Primus. The Dudley
Docker's painter is fast on the floe and the /. Cairffs close to it. The two boats
hang alongside for supper with the S. Wills astern, but bumping and chafing
too much she is skcked astern of us. Just after this, about 8 p.m., the wind
suddenly shifts to S. (or S.E. ?). This drives the boats broadside on to the
1 This boat was the Dudley Docker, named after Mr. Dudley Docker, whose
generosity enabled Sir Ernest to complete the purchase of the Endurance.